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minutes than all his enemies and detractors throughout the
world have been able to do him in twenty years." But
conscious virtue has a rare capacity to exasperate; and
Mr. Bright was nothing if not virtuous.

The war came in the last days of March; and as the
armies fumbled vaguely round the Black Sea, the country
was in transports. There was a national day of prayer;
the Queen denounced the Czar's sinful ambition to Aber-
deen ; and Britannia assumed her noblest aspect in cartoons
to keep a solemn vigil beside her arms. Palmerston's war-
aims were concisely stated to John Russell:

" My beau ideal of the war which is about to begin with
Russia is as follows: Aland and Finland restored to Sweden.
Some of the German provinces of Russia on the Baltic ceded
to Prussia. A substantive Kingdom of Poland re-established
as a barrier between Germany and Russia. Wallachia and
Moldavia and the mouths of the Danube given to Austria.
Lombardy and Venice set free of Austrian rule, and either
made independent States or incorporated with Piedmont.
The Crimea, Circassia, and Georgia wrested from Russia, the
Crimea and Georgia given to Turkey, and Circassia either
independent or connected with the Sultan as Suzerain."

It was a comprehensive programme. But for a moment
he turned aside to lay the uneasy ghost of Reform. An
icy House saw John Russell introduce his Bill in March;
the second reading was postponed; and after mutual
threats of resignation (and an admission by Palmerston
that he was " not adverse to improvement in our repre-
sentative system, and . . . quite ready to consider at any
time any scheme which may have that object in view with
a sincere purpose of correcting any defects which that
system may still contain ") Lord John consented to forgo
the pleasures of Reform for one more session.

Then they were deep in martial business. Maps were
brought out; and they proceeded to " the experiment of
carrying on a war by means of Cabinet Councils," as it was
acidly described by John Russell a few months later. Faced